
   

 

M A R C H  2 0 2 4  St. Edward Public Schools 

BEAVER NATION NEWS  

 

 

Printed by 

The St. Edward Beaver 

Crew 

Mr. Osborn 1 

Read Across America 2 

Stay Fit in March 3 

Speech News 4-5,9 

Testing/Weather Tips 6-8,12 

Quiz Bowl 10 

Music News 11,29  

Senior Spotlight 13-15 

Elem/JR High News 16 

Beaver Cheer 17 

WHAT AM I? 18 

ELEM Dance Clinic 19 

Preschool Spotlight 22-23 

Senior Spotlight 
20,2126,27 

From the Superintendent’s Desk  
 

  

 

The school year is flying by with just a few days left in the third quarter of this 
2023-2024 school year. I believe our students are growing and learning each day 
as we have a staff that works with the best interests of students first and foremost 
each day. Thank you, parents, for your dedication and supporting your student 
and the St. Edward staff in the educational process of each of our students. We 
had an outstanding turnout for our Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences, 
and let’s continue our open lines of communication and work together to provide 
the best education possible for all students. 
 The winter sports seasons have concluded, and track season has officially 
started with practices underway. I would like to congratulate all coaches and par-
ticipants for the success they experienced and the positive learning experiences 
they encountered during their winter seasons. I am looking forward to our track 
athletes, coaches, and spectators representing St. Edward Schools with a greatest 
competitive spirit and excellent sportsmanship that I have witnessed during this 
2023-2024 school year. Our Jr. High cooperative with Newman Grove has been 
going very well. 
 We have ironed out various wrinkles to make things operate smoothly. 
We are taking what we have learned from our cooperative experiences this year 
and are preparing for our high school cooperative beginning in the fall.  Go Pan-
thers! 
A few dates in March to mark on your calendar for planning purposes include: 
Wednesday, March 6th which is the end of the third quarter and a 1:30 dismissal 
day for students; No School on Thursday, March 8th and Friday, March 9th for 
Spring Break; Remember, Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 10th . 
There is no school on Wednesday, March 27th as it is our turn to host the Gold-
enrod Conference Music Contest. This is a full day event, and we utilize all 
of our classrooms and all of our personnel to make this contest run smoothly for 
all involved.  
There will be no school on Friday, March 29th and Monday, April 1st for Easter 
Break. If you have any questions on these dates, please do not hesitate to contact 
the office. 
Thank you for your time, and make March a great month. 
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This is certainly a growing year for St. Edward High School's 
Speech Team. The team has three coaches - Staci MacDonald,     
Miranda Osantowski and Nathan Stark. St. Edward has fifteen stu-
dents on the team with thirteen of them being first timers including 
four seniors.  Snow days and rescheduled games have caused many 
lost practices, so the team is getting a late start.  

The team's season opener was the Osceola Invite on January 27. All 
but two team members attended with four events participating - 
Claire Tibor in POI, Alli Brauner in Poetry, Korina Bittner in Seri-
ous Prose, and Josie Sock and Lakin Prososki in Duet. No awards 
were earned, but they received great feedback to learn from. 

 POI finalists in Schuyler  

On February 3, the team traveled to Schuyler for an invite. 
This time five events were entered-Claire Tibor in POI, Alli 
Brauner in Poetry, Korina Bittner in Serious Prose,  Josie Sock 
and Lakin Prososki in Duet, and Noah Ketelsen in Extemp. All 
participants saw major growth, and Claire placed 5th in 
POI.  The team will compete next on February 17 at Grand Is-
land Northwest.  
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Noah Ketelsen performed for the first time in Extemp. 

Claire Tibor Earned 5th 
place in POI. 

Claire Tibor, Alli Brauner, and Korina Bittner after performing in Osceola. 

Lakin Prososki and Josie Sock in Duet. 
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What chronic absenteeism COULD mean… 
Currently, more than 25% K-6 students, nationwide, are chronically absent and most 
students have work to make up in math and reading.  To be considered as chronically 
absent, a student would have missed 10% OR MORE of their days of school.  The last 
day of February marks our 120th day of school.  If your child has missed 10 days or 
more, or close to, they would be considered chronically absent.  Research shows that 
the AVERAGE student would need FOUR ADDITIONAL MONTHS of instruction just 
to catch up.  If you are unaware if your child is chronically absent or behind academi-
cally, and are unaware of  how absenteeism is affecting your child, here is how St. Ed-
ward Public Schools is attempting to help.  We hope this data is relevant and helpful to 
you.  
-Monthly newsletters 
-Board Meetings– monthly board meeting minutes can be found on the website under 
Menu-District 
-Report Cards and Attendance Letters 
-NWEA MAP Assessments 
-Parent-Teacher Conferences 
-Benchmark letters to families of students, K-3, who are not reading at grade level, per 
the NebraskaREADS law.    
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9  Ten St. Edward Speech students traveled to Grand Island Northwest where 
they competed against many class A and B schools. Performing for the first 
time was Kalvin Sindelar in Humorous Prose. Alli Brauner competed in Poet-
ry, Lakin Prososki and Josie Sock performed their duet and Korina Bittner pre-
sented her Serious Prose. All saw great improvements in their events. Claire 
Tibor competed with her Program of Oral Interpretation program and received 
6th in Honors. The team will perform on Wednesday, February 21 at Confer-
ence in Elba, February 28 at the Riverside invitational, and at Districts on 
March 11 in Scribner.  

 
Wednesday, February 21, twelve bright-eyed St. Edward Speech team mem-
bers traveled to Elba for the Goldenrod Conference meet. Competing were Jo-
sie Sock and Lakin Prososki in Duet, and Noah Ketelsen and Kalvin Sindelar. 
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Quiz 
Bowl 

 

Both teams represented well at Goldenrod Conference Quiz bowl 
at Heartland Lutheran on February 13th. Both teams had very tight 

scores in all rounds. 
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING LIFE AT THE BLOOD DRIVE 
ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH.    

ST. EDWARD EXPLORERS 

 

CONFERENCE MUSIC CONTEST 

HOSTED BY ST. EDWARD 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.   

7-12 Band Students 

9-12 Vocal Students 
 

Music Parents you will be needed to make this SUCCEED! 
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Juniors will be taking the ACT   
Tuesday, March 26th at 8am! 
Please get at least eight hours 

of sleep and eat a healthy 
breakfast! 
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16  Wednesday, February 21, the Kindergarten through third grade 
classes walked to the St. Edward Public Library where they did activities 
related to what jobs children can grow up to do. “What Can You Become” 
is part of the Family Engagement Series Pilot put on by Nebraska Public 

Media. The goal of this program is to create support and provide resources 
for children, families, libraries and other community partners. 

Yesterday the classes listened to stories, sang a song, and watched 
a video about community workers and jobs. After a discussion about what 

children do now and connecting those things with what they could become, 
they wrote or drew about those activities. 

JH and Varsity Basketball Season Review 
Junior High Girls Basketball -Throughout the 2023-2024 basketball season, the junior high Lady Panthers were met with low numbers and injuries that 
affected the season tremendously. Even though we were faced with adversity, the growth that we saw throughout the season was huge. In the beginning, we 

set goals that we met. We continued to set and meet goals for the remainder of the season. -Coach Halle Plumbtree 
 

HS Girls Basketball-  An era is over. The final season of the Beavers in Girls Basketball at St. Edward Public School has come to a close. It was a rocky year 

in terms of wins (0-22 season record), but the girls held together the whole season and made it a point to have fun. I enjoyed working with them this year and 
watching all of them improve as both basketball players and young ladies. With a young and relatively inexperienced team, we were able to learn and grow 

together. The leadership of our seniors and returning sophomores Josie Sock and Narali Irineo was just what the team needed. We were able to take a trip to 
Lincoln to take in a Husker Women's Basketball game, which was a lot of fun. Our final game played at High Plains was some of the best basketball we played 

all year, the girls were fearless and played to have fun! I wish the best of luck to the future of girls basketball. - Coach Meyer  
 

JH Boys Basketball-The Panther boys junior high basketball team season was a success! We had a total of 18 players finish the season, 9 from each school, 

so the numbers were really good. We played 8 games including our tournament at Spalding. The A team went 5-3 for the season and the B team was 1-1 in 
their full games. We played Palmer our first game and won that one 41-22. We then faced Nebraska Christian and won a close game 26 to 23. We then lost to 

St. Francis at home 51 to 39 in a game that was closer than the final score indicates. Next up was the tournament at Spalding where we lost to Humphrey 
Lindsay-Holy Family 41-31 and then went on to beat St. Francis in a rematch 40 to 37 and then beat Nebraska Christian 35-22, taking 5th at the tournament. 

We then faced Central Valley in St. Ed and lost 46-26, and then finished out the season at Madison winning 48-20.  The new coop is going in a great direction if 
the basketball team is any indication. The boys are getting to know each other better each season and are having a great time doing it. -Coach Miller 

 

HS Boys Basketball- I'm very proud of the boys for how they came into the gym to work hard everyday. This group worked well together as a team and even 
though we didn't accomplish all of the goals that we set out for as a team at the beginning of the season, the boys continued to work hard to get better every-

day. This season had its challenges, but every player stepped up when needed and filled the role that we needed them to play.  With no seniors on the team, 
everyone has the opportunity to work hard in the offseason and come back next year better. I appreciate the time and effort that the St. Edward Boys Basket-

ball team put in this winter and am excited about what the future holds for all of our athletes! Go Beavers! -Coach Gray 
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Beaver Cheer comes to an end.  The 
cheer squad cheered on their last game as 

Beaver Cheer on Tuesday, February 
20.  To celebrate the end of an era the 
cheer squad and Mrs. MacDonald met 

at the Beavers Pub for a nice supper and 
party.  Each member brought a gift to 

exchange for a game using a cheer. After 
ordering supper, Coach MacDonald 
awarded each a card and gift to cele-

brate the unique qualities each brought 
to the team.  After a great meal, many 
smiles, and not a few tears, a drawing 
was held for a few unique items. Pic-
tures were taken.  Coach MacDonald 

encouraged all team members who are 
eligible to try out for the squad next 

year!  

2023-2024 Cheer Squad. Back Row– Senior Lydia Ketelsen, Freshman Damien 
Jones, Sophomore Noeila Meijas,  Junior Trinity Sindelar.  Front Row– Sopho-
more Emily Sanchez, Freshman Korina Bittner, Freshman Kaylee Applegarth, 
Freshman Kaitlyn Werts. Not Pictured: Junior Kendra Werner and Coach Staci 
MacDonald. 

The SEHS Cheer Squad cheering on the boys Beaver 
basketball team one last time during subdistricts. 
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Hawaiian Beach Party 

  Tuesday, May 7th, 6:30 p.m.  

 High School Gym 

K-6 Spring Program 
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St. Edward Public Schools 
 

P.O. Box C 
St. Edward, NE 68660-0138 

 
Phone:  402-678-2282 
Fax:  402-678-2284 

 
Web Page:  

http://www.stedpublicschool.org 
St. Edward Beavers Public School on Facebook 

 

Upcoming Events:  
 

March 6th-1:30 Dismissal 

March 7th-NO SCHOOL 

March 8th-NO SCHOOL 

March 27th-NO SCHOOL 

March 29th-NO SCHOOL 
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